
Pentecost Sunday (5/23/2021) 

 Today we celebrate the feast of Pentecost, it is known as the birthday of the church   

When the Lord breathes the Spirit into the group gathered in the upper room it is like when God 

breathed the Spirit into the lifeless body of Adam at the creation.  Now enlivened by the Spirit 

the come to life - it is a day of birth.   He told them that they would not have him around as he 

was before, that they would have to be his presence in the world.  That must have seemed to be 

an impossible task - how do you become the presence of Jesus?  But he tells them not to worry, 

they will not be alone - He promised to send to them that Holy Spirit..  Our Lord does not leave 

us alone either.  The seemingly impossible task of searching and knowing the truth and being 

Jesus’ presence in the world is only made possible due to the presence of the Spirit in the Church. 

 Once brought to life, the disciples venture outside of the confines of the upper room, 

around them are people form all over the world.  The feast of Pentecost was a Jewish feast that 

came 50 days after the Passover feast that Jesus was celebrating with the disciples at the Last 

Supper.  While Passover was celebrated in every home and village, many people from all over 

the world made the trip to Jerusalem for the feast of Pentecost.   When they start to speak, these 

people from all over the world - who speak different languages - all can understand them.  It is 

the opposite of what happened at the tower of Babel when many different languages divided 

people, now one common language was uniting them.  It was a language that spoke in important 

truths, not individual opinions.  It is the wisdom of a universal proclamation of the truth of our 

faith. 

 We should hope for something like this in our own time.  In our time when people are 

divided over different ideas, when people separate themselves along ideological lines, when 

different and various heterodox interpretations of God’s message cause discord, when people let 

the language they speak (and the words they use) divide them.  What God calls us all to do is to 

listen to a common language of the Spirit - a language that gives the same message no matter 

what human language you speak.  A language and a message that we can rally around because it 

communicates to us the truth - not competing opinions.  The Spirit speaks with the voice and 

authority of the Godhead of which It is a person - the inspiration of the prophets, the transmitter 

of life, the vehicle of Grace. 



 The spirit speaks to us through revelation - that is through the Scriptures and through the 

inspired Tradition that has been handed down from the Apostles and unfolded by that same Spirit 

working in the Church through the centuries.  However, there is also the reality of the Spirit 

speaking to us individually, through situations in life, and in our hearts giving us clues to the 

answers to our particular problems, guiding us in our individual lives.  In order to truly hear the 

voice of the Spirit we must place both of these sources in dialogue.  We have to study the 

revelation unfolded and passed down to us, and listen to the Spirit in our hearts.  There are, 

however, two things that make this difficult: First, the Revelation takes much study to understand 

- there are just so many interlocking parts.  No one person can hold it all - that is why is must be 

the possession of the whole Church. Some people wish to present simple and uninformed 

conclusions of what the Church teaches - when I hear them I cringe, because in trying to capture 

a deep reality in a sound bite, they miss the deeper points.  The Church must pull together 6000 

years of inspiration that can’t be easily summarized.  The more I study this teaching the more I 

see how all its points (when properly understood) fit together like a puzzle.  Just like one piece of 

a puzzle alone can be criticized for its lack of a complete picture, so to an individual teaching 

must be placed within the tapestry of the whole for it to fully make sense.    

 The second problem with uniting revelation with our own sense of the Spirit’s call is that 

our reading of the voice of our heart is easily clouded by our ideas, our woundedness, our 

selfishness, our sins.  It is hard to know what voice in us is the voice of the Spirit, what is the 

voice of our own ideology, and what is the voice of outside forces that are drilling us with ideas 

night and day.  In my prayer, whenever the promptings of my heart, and the Church’s teaching of 

revelation overlap - then I think that I am on a more solid ground.   If what I feel the Spirit is 

saying to me fits like a key into a lock with true Theology, then I place more weight on it.  When 

over time many of these lock and key situations come together about a topic, and situations point 

things out then I become more sure that the voice of the Spirit is reaching out to me.   However, 

we cannot rely on ourselves alone, that is why I continue to study and have a Spiritual Director. 

 When I speak to someone who is listening to that same voice of the Spirit, it is a moment 

of unity and peace - united in the common language of the Spirit.  It is a language of truth that 

brings diverse people together, it is a language that heals division, it gives us all a common 

purpose, and unites us in one truth.  Blessed be the Lord who has given his Spirit to His Church!


